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A Study on the Ethnic Cultural Integration in Sichuan and
Yunnan via the Southern Silk Road

YANG Fuwang, ZHANG Mei

Abstract; The Southern Silk Road, as a multidirectional and three—dimensional transportation net-
work, is the core vehicle for ethnic cultural integration between Sichuan and Yunnan. With its long his-
tory, intricate route system, and unique pivotal status, this ancient road has constructed an important
channel for material exchange, ethnic migration, and cultural interaction among ethnic groups in Sichuan
and Yunnan, as well as a cultural corridor for the integration and symbiosis of multiple ethnic groups, fa-
cilitating comprehensive integration ranging from superficial material aspects to profound spiritual dimen-
sions. The main paths through which the Southern Silk Road promoted this ethnic cultural integration in-
clude population mobility, commodity exchange, and cultural transmission. These three paths are coupled
with each other, evolve collaboratively, and jointly construct a systematic whole of ethnic cultural integra-
tion in the Sichuan—Yunnan region.

Keywords; Southern Silk Road; Sichuan—Yunnan region; ethnic culture; integration and symbiosis
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