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Confucious Civilization: The Ming Dynasty’s Frontier Governing Measure
of Enhancing Cultural Soft Power in the Yi Areas

CAO Qunyong,LIU Xing
(Sociology School, Guizhou Minzu University, Guiyang, Guizhou 550025, China)

Abstract; The Yi areas played a very important role in the governance of the Southwest Frontiers in Ming Dynasty.In the
early Ming Dynasty, military operations in the Yi areas were the basis of Confucious Civilization.The Ming Dynasty gradu-
ally formed a fourfold national governance pattern in the Yi nationality areas, namely guarding towns, Garrison system,
tusi system and Confucious civilization.The Yi nationality area was "steered into" the fast track of national governance of

the Ming Dynasty. As a national landmark and institutional arrangement, Confucious civilization was the Ming dynasty’s

frontier governing measure of promoting cultural soft power in the Yi areas.
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