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Borrowing, Imitative and Creative Translations: A Practical Approach to Translation
of Rail Transit Public Signs: Study on English Translations of Public Signs at
Guangzhou Metro by Modeling on Rail Transit Public Signs in Main
English-speaking Countries

CHEN Shunyi
(School of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510006)

Abstract: Previous researches on the translation of public signs have been of “corrective” types, and have seldom
touched upon approaches to the translation. Drawing on previous researches, the present paper proposes a practical
approach to translation, i.e., borrowing, imitative, and creative translations in dealing with the English translation of
public signs at Guangzhou Metro, by referring to public signs in the rail transit systems of main English—speaking
countries (eg. Australia, the UK, the US). It aims to provide a practical, effective approach to the translation of public
signs in the Guangzhou rail transit system and to fundamentally improve the quality of translation.
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1. 50 TEAE R BB A o DB AR b e )
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rFs HHA:2019-06—19
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T MO TR 0 SR A4 ORI,
FEVES TR T M SE BRI Y o FE PN BE S8 A R
IR R Z , FE AR L H M TS
3o EAMASIERE D, AR R Z8E K LI
JE VU5 KA 50 WY BIB SZ I8 A /s TR B L BETE
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72 (2016) 45 T IR M PUESZ B A /s TR IR BLR, £
1t (2015) WHFE 1 P4 28 BT A3 28 /s 1 R, 2 B
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A BT ER T A SR, B R BRSO R
B BRI B R A A . SR VLA BT
SRR BLLL T )R .

(1) BUA BT 2O THEBUE S8 S MR A2
ANV, R BB A /N TE BV RR 77 2 A 4R TR 5
.

(2) BT WFSE F2 2R PR T BB ST, 50 Ul B
VAR 8 3 22 T M DR S B T R o, ot S B Y
R ESOAR. RMERHENEHR, B ARE T2

HREE

(3) B WSS B Rk IR 2 — F Yk, Bz
— TR, TR L TS SR, AR
ATHT RV L LS I WA T S A T R
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(4 BUA DI Z 2R L, R 52— Se B H
SN 7N T T S, o H A B D R R A T T
Orp, I ——AE AP AR DR RO IR 2 5%
3o

() BUABFTER 2 A /RTERIEBUIR K, 32
IR PIERS BRI IR, IXBE PR SCAR 2 R AR
PSR S R R0, ST E S S
AVINTRILE e o7 N/ K S B S B E v

= TMNMER B A RIERIFIR A 5]

T HIBESSGE A NI SRIR AR 2 [, 2%
R (DIEF R, QFAA—F, Q) EH
Ve, () hUTerh ok 28 (] B ARAS I DY 7 T R
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1. BIEHIR

(1) Prohibited to bring any of the following
articles into he Metro Station. X — 23 7~ i W 4 =
Prohibited to bring any of the following articles into the
metro station.

(2) “ERVLE% 1B " 12 9F 4 “Zhujiang Unnel” (i
Zhujiang Tunnel ) o
2. WiE=HA

(1) SCHAFEHIEKR - Civil ride!

(2))7 M H B3 : Guang Zhou Computer City

BT EZEREIT . Guangdong Technology
Government

5 e (71} A7 1 =

(1)Behave yourself!

(2)Guangzhou Computer Center

(3) The Science and Technology Department of
Guangdong Province
3. iIBEHIR

(4) % I Lift for disable

(5) 1= 5 59 4 Z 18 1Y 25 B : Please mind
the gap between train and platform.

(6)/]N0>Z5 B : Mind the gaps
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(7)1 TR O I, 36 20 387 421 1Ak , B
& 1E : The doors are closing up, do not crowd at the
doors. Thanks for cooperation.

(8) I FE I J5 N0 () H J5 1% % : Please keep in
line and wait for the train at the area ahead with less
people.

(9) J™ 2k 4% 2y LUK #y b #E A M Bk 7wl
Prohibited to bring any of the following articles into he
Metro Station.

D ol i 1) A7 i

(4)Lift for the disabled

(5) Please mind the gap between the train and the
platform.

(6)Mind the gap.

(7) Doors (are) closing, do not gather at the doors.
Thanks for your cooperation.

(8) Please keep in line and wait for the train in
the area ahead with fewer people

(9) The following articles are prohibited in the
metro station.

5 R R TARGUER , — A S BUE . Il
PARRA A LA E A
(Z)IFBA—F

NI SE 0 S TR IR TR A PR AFAEA — B
[ &0, 940, “AAE G TS A L 431 “Tianhe
Sport Center” 1 “Tianhe Sports Center” , i 1 [ & 9
R ARE LR AR AR T RS R
Bl AR B e SO B S 355 ) M I — I
AL MA ., 0N “Guangzhou” f1“Canton” ,
4 “Guangzhou Railway Station” | “Canton Tower” , 4
2735 (FBIT, 2006) 1A A, “Canton” — i) H A5 7f R 68
# G —f FH “ Guangzhou” X — BUACDUR B
WEAN, B R4 A —2, 435 A “village” Fl1“cun”
an “Yuangang Vﬂlage” (JLHEA) . “Fangcun” (D),
AU T HT# o AR AR e
PRAG A3, W1 B 737 4 “Xingangdong™, “VI.F
7y %J“Jiangnanxi" , “j(’#’ﬂﬁf'ﬁ”j’\j“Higher Education
Mega Center S.” , “ H = K 1B b 7 H
“Baiyundadaobei” WG — K HE PR EE” “W”
“S”“N”.

(Z)EEEFEF

J MBI TE AL 28 7R TR A AE I BE PR ) R
FIFE R 5, AR I A LA SRR HR T E 1. &
B — AR, ST AR Z,
AEA ] . DU Ry B i

(10) #HJiH : Zumiao

(11) Tk Ki&H : Gongye Dadao Zhong

(12))7 48— : Guangzhi Bei Yilu

(13) Vel KA : Shayuan Dajie

(14) 504Kzl : Lie Shi Ling Yuan

(15)F L1 : Jixiang Beidao

(16)Jtbe _F 75 : Beiyuan Shangjie

(17) 417 — 5 : Ruyi 3 Malu

(18) H LI Hj#% : Zhongshan 5 Lu

(19)7T.Fg Ki& ™ : Jiangnan Dadao Zhong

(20) K3K 5% . Changdi Damalu

(21) E 557 : Gaodi Jie

(22) =L H K : Sanyuanli Dadao

(23) A1 Y % : Shizhou Zhonglu

(24)3t. b P4 i : Beiyuan Xilu

(25)A1—KJ" 4 : Tuanyida Square

(26) RUEHT 1] : Fenghuang Xincun

(27) RV BT : Zhujiang New Town

DAL 200 KB 5 T R AR R 1
ORI, — BT =, ke 1) T LA SCPE, G pL i
AN “Zu Temple” ; BB B " R iR “manyrs ’
cemetery” ; “ [ — K745 ” Al %y “CYLC Memorial
Square” , Bl “the Communist Youth League of China”
(B 3k 7 32 CF AR D) 5 < RUBEUHT A T T3
“Phoenix New Village” , “ Bk YL #r 3% " 7] 13 4 “Pearl
River New Town”,

(M) X EiE

Hh S CHETHR 2 M 3T I S e R A —
IRl B .

(28) R2#3f : Higher Education Mega Center

(29)#1E+8 5] : Operation Instructions

(30) 2% 11 W2 47 : Smoking prohibited

DL b =03 g s s 3ei o LRl S i), 3R
1% 44 “Higher Education Mega Center” 415 & 3T
DUE SO B WA 8GR AT A iRk
o 5 b, ORI RS A B Tk, Y
H“university town” o “FRAESR 517 HAE (AR 23531
J&“Instructions” #1“No smoking” .

J PN T I A 3 2 7R T TR A SR A G
FRITLH U SME I N DL (S22 2 8 ) i A8 FIr 7 1)
JER IR R AR TS HOR AR A RIR S . X EEESC
BRI AR SR I T A Rk, e
M KBSl AR TR RIB AW &, LR EE
e B IK ) BURA E SRR I R L . AR TE
BPEBR % B TR R W I 2 A, 18 25175 JE TR AR
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LI S 24 B R TR L 5 24 %
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M HMEZBEARERFNEAREZ
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—XT e M —15 th S50 i i 58 LS A A . AS At
GER ] B A 2 A3 A X HU RIS A Y
e, B3 2 3 Ak RIS | ] | S ] 2 (An
e A A 2% ) il 22 38 (train/ underground/
subway ) Al N 38 T3 LB 52 38 (metro ) H- 3035 57 8
FORR W ST B R BB A s s BRI B 1
e HFE G A 7R TR A SO A TR S B3 Hoik
FrbRic GETt ot , 15 AR DG s IR I B B Y
PSSO AT REEA TR A BT A A DG A IR . A
WG IUAE T AT il 42 0 0 Al A R iE
B S B4, RO f - D iR
(—)ER-AE-fIFRENRY

38 S8 8 7R T TR B TS R A T
MRTEXE (2007 ) DS FH BRI RIS B R A B2l T
R~ FH -G i B S0 AR A
“AHTT AU HOR AT A Z A RO R AETEBE
7], ECPE A FH A, Bl L o — 2K, A
P57 M8 20 R RTE TR e Bk Z . %
T, 2 F X — I BT B B iE S E A
INTE B S B AR B A - A ] (borrowing )~/ 1%
(imitation ) —f]i% (creation/creative translation) , %18
“RBEEMETCA SRR B JE BB ASE A R TE
VRN P, BRI S . BT, S0
TEVEIE TR AR SEE  AA BLSO 450, SR RIHT
A 5 LU, An TR S50, T FRAR LI
MR ELAE BUXT ARG 257 T b B A ol , BRI 1
PR RS /AN R X TR L B S R =841

5 SR A R 8 43 (a4 2l el i B B AR )
FIZAR 5 ) A T Mo . AEXPIAME L2
T PEE T A HARXTZER, B i EECRIEE) 8oy
AR HA B DURAREEIETE ARG AR
SETE AR RIE T, A T A, X A = L
A FHIE (translation proper) o X — B4 R & FE 1L
TSR AT B BRG] RO S B R 4

o TR R

(D) fER-E-IFRENNEA

MU - — S PR AR R LI 52
HARNERFERARRNE S T IORES
PHARIE S 237 T RS e IR X — B A o
1. &M

LU SP R B B S AN I Pip e L
Mo FriE A& A, B [ R 0 Sl A 7 i P
15 DUB BB AZ 8 A 75 T 2 AHTE] DI REXS A5 2
IR, HHEER B A RIE PRI I 3RIE . X —15
LA G AR IR IR 08 59 D REXT 25 Jt ] 0 2y B
BN P gk . B A A T
KAl [ 5B IE Sl A R RS — T Ok, g
GERHRXS Fe 3B, B N BB S8 A 7n i T 4
eSS (R /AN TR R £ DO = SN VI VIR

GBUIFZeMirA M4

Doors will open on the left/right.

(32) i K&, e b

Do not use lifts if there is a fire.

(33)IEITE 4 A A e it

Keep chat to a minimum.

GBI A C RIS TR0

Please keep your personal belongings with you at
all times.

(35) Jns 4 By ig 1, U120 BB e T o

Emergency use only.

(36) 4 B PRAE , 375 SR 4% 1 B 7E T — 3
BRARTAEANSL

If you feel unwell, don’ t risk staying on the train.
Staff at the next station can get you help.

(BTG FHLATIRR

Put your rubbish where it belongs.

(38)THTE BT (O &2 A M 4=

Stand behind the yellow line.

(39)AT AR, 52 B R %

When the lights flash don’t dash.

(40) 41 JEIRSCHT  TE I REE 44T 1

Please stand back from the closing doors.
2. fhiF

TN R id SIS0 2 7S T R S — R
FL YRR o TS, B BB A A
TR AETEAR LR I, P AR R AR LR Ay
AR, SO B AR I BAT X Y
EY R bR E U S SRy ki P SRS
SCI g

(41) T3
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Next stop---./ The next station is ---

(42) S| ZE BRE 21k -

This train will stop at--+/ Now approaching -+

(43) 54 A3k

This station is *-/ Now arriving at **-

(44) Z A HTRE  IH AL T %

If you are travelling to--- please alight here.

(45) ARG FTFAE - AR B 2 5l Ay -

This (metro) train will end at -+-

(46) Al e -5 2%

Please change at *+* for Line-*-

P B SGBA7R TR i BRt Tn] A AR,
PEE AT AR AR OUTE FIR AR TR iS5 E IH
FERA O SCE B . X —BRAR R AR B D)5
AT AR B SCHLE PSRRI R . AL
UE

(47) N — bR AU G 28 s ol | T 4ol 7%
AT AE L

e [ [ FPE S8 A R E R R B LT
VAR

This train terminates at North Gate. All customers
please exit the train on arrival at North Gate.
Queensland Rail would like to remind customers to
take all personal possessions when you leave the train.

B il 44 S DX U AR s i, P A
SARZ AR

This train terminates at--- All customers please
exit the train on arrival at *-- Guangzhou Metro would
like to remind customers to take all personal
possessions when you leave the train.

(48) A ™ M1 T i vl A S A B AR A
BSR40 RN TR R B AL Bk

B e [ [ KPE ASE A R iE R R IR
(I IVANGER

Smoking is not allowed at this station and on all
trains.

Pai, EF R (48) 1N -

Flyering is not allowed at this station and on all
trains.

(49)) "IN BRAR LS, T AR B L4

AR L PUECE AR PR B IR &
ik

Queensland Rail would like to remind customers

to take care while disembarking.

PEut , ZEEH 5 (491N

Guangzhou Metro would like to remind customers
to take care while disembarking.

(50) i T BB ks, ™ A5k T HiE !

EHIEL R HUESSE AR BN T Rk

The railway track is for trains — not people.
Please use the designated paths when leaving the
station.

[F) 2, ZE R (50) 15 -

The railway track is for trains — not people. Do
not jump into the track.
3. fiF
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HNE.
(1) elE kR

TR PR , PUIE S A /R T B e e — ik
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[ e & T R AN A B (2) RS0k 22 57 v BE
SISO g B AR Y N A B (BRI, 2019) .

thE A JE T E S A IR R R
MR AR AL ST A P A 2 AR T AP X St B —
BERSCHI IR GR , 70 A A8 @ U A 51 4
I EE RS LT LR AR

(SUIEIHED- NIBEST I

(52)i5 273 Bt AR

(53)3i5 20k i1

(54)i5 715 E

(55) ™ AE7E B A 3t B 22 R A KM

XEENIRIRICE T 25 1SR E AN RAT
g AREL TR 1R B AR AL R il AR TR
PEREE N FARZEATT . (HR X R TG A ]
SRS AT 288 T b E 2 A
RIG, 4 EZIE LMK T . i, Lk
ATRIEAIANGE, R

(56) 82 7% A PR R R 5L 5618

E— XA RTERAT R, A28 A
ANHE R BRI ) BT T X — ik HAT AL
JEIAAE T, XA nl AR AN R i . HA PR R
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BB, M RIEA SRS, BEEYTIN
ZENE BRI ] R BUAR TG . IR, A X )
W E RN -+ is a traditional virtue of the Chinese
nation” , — ] GE5 | L AN DALY SCAL TR BE AT ZE, —
AT et A e & 1Y B

SMH 2, ORGSO RIE R M NE”, H
ISR R EN RAR . A 78513 S —Fh
HMVE, HXTGOTERIMNE N . N SNE RS —,
PRI S5, 8 DRI RE o 38 A N E BN —E #
T APEL, PRI R R R
PERIATRL, 15 I AT B JC i rh R v R 2 AN ST B
S E FIE 4 e | SRR i 5E , 3
AR DL o
(2) gliEE#ZE

B 3E VB E 18 DUE B A 7R 1B TE g R 2
IS7RIE AR BIF R SO R IE , 308 AR TR RO
P [ SO R SR T R R A i
J1o AR, BIEE MR T BB S A B 1, TE R
FORERE b —Fh B3 R, A A AE O, 75
BOER A WA T, AR A B iE S BE IS
A TR, XA SR R X R, B
SR TR A R AR R A

(55T JE b, SO

(58) SCHH Lk

DA _E PR 28 R 18 R DTS [ R 08 A8l A s 1
TN B X SEE, T S QR TN T
NHARZ , BB ACHEZE A AT R, DR e e Ak B

S0k

EASE N AFTESE BT IHEHHER DL, 4E5F
R IR A L A A BT Sk AR o

MR Al S R IR N 23 A SO R T A /N TR SR
P ST Ia b SCHIRAE” . DUREEE & I
AL, 2J B DY 5 20k, R ) T R R
“SETE BRI, ISR A, RN Y
XU 8y, BRI B AR g i — i i 2 R
fi] RIVAT 3 590 2 158 100 BH HG o — o) e ] 9 Y 5 b —
], Horp— ) R o5 b —m . ST, 2B iR
T : Let the people get off first, [ 8k 405 F1 4 JFH
WIRERZ, T P8, Ml B — LR SO R
DAL 3 R A8 B 5 A 7 SCRAFE R . 1A i) s S
PEMESR BB ST T IV , 1] 8 : Behave yourself!

f . HiE

U A, A BB SSE 2 R B2 4
BERL” B B R A R, AT R PR I —
— BOE AR IES RO SC, PO B X SCHR
SR E RS A O 1 B TE  HIR AR 3 ok
A, A —EFF A IR I ) B A A E e %
AR LS o AT AT ST B4 DTSl A7 i
AR, PR NTE BB A R R R . AL
TELEA BT FE OO0 ORI i LAl B, 42 10 £
-0 X — SRR R A .l b SOR
PEBITRT LATE Y, 33— B AR X0 3 S BRI ik 1 48
A, BB SR v BH R, X PR T S 2 R i
BB A —E BT
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