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“Henjia(1R %% )" : The Penetration of Word Meaning from Cantonese Dialect to Mandarin

YU Xiao-li
(Faculty of Arts, China West Normal University, Nanchong, Sichuan 637009)

Abstract: Nowadays, “Henjia(fR 45 ) " ,as a cantonese dialect word, is widely used in our society. After used in
mandarin, its meaning has changed a lot by expanding its usage and narrowing the scope of its meaning. We believe
that this is related to the contact between dialect and mandarin. The similarity between “Henjia (1R 4% ) ”and “Panjia
(Eﬁj\ﬁ%‘?)”gives rise to the change of “Henjia(‘lﬁil%’i)” in order to strengthen its competitiveness.

Key words: cantonese dialect ; mandarin; Henjia(fR 45 ) ; Panjia(l34% ) ; the penetration of word meaning
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