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My daughter watches television after supper.

My daughters watch television after supper.
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The class are all working hard.

A I FIERTE R L AL B BRI
JEBABOE S I Sl R EROE . il

rfs BHA 20120611
EERAN e (1977—

The physics is very difficult for me.
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Every member of that large audience of 500
people were pleased to hear him sing.
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? No one expect his own supporters agree with him.

?7*A good knowledge of English, Russian, and
French are required for this position.
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(1) Everyone, including Dr. Hatta himself and
Pravda and the New York Times, agree on our point.
(M.G.W.7.1960)

(2) “Summertime; I got plenty o’ nuttin (nothing) ;
Bess. You is my woman now; it ain Tt necessarily s.”
(Time, April 18,1983)
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(4) Neither he nor his wife have the faintest idea
of what lies behind it.
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The Inevitability of Violation of Subject-verb Agreement

BO Hong—qin
(Nanfang College, Nanjing Forestry University, Huaian, Jiangsu 223001 )

Abstract: The subject—verb agreement is one of the most basic issues in English grammar. Quirk et al.

proposed the three basic principles (grammatical concord, notional concord, and proximity) should be followed.

However, many linguistic phenomena which violate these principles have been emerged. This article tries to explain

its inevitability from three perspectives: language prescriptive, the fuzziness of grammatical categories and language

change.
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