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A Comparison of Martial Examination between Song and Ming Dynasties

ZHOU Xing—tao',HUANG Liang’

(1.Department of Humanities , Kunming College, Kunming, Yunnan 650214;
2 Xichang College, Xichang, Sichuan 615013)

Abstract: On the basis of the martial arts and martial examination of Tang and Song Dynasties (especially Song

Dynasty) , the martial arts of Ming Dynasty formed its own characteristics. The differences and similarities of the
martial arts between Song and Ming Dynasties were due both to the separation between civil and martial arts and the
demonstration of the perfection of civil administration. This is also the inevitable result of the centrality of
government's authority. This paper makes a comparison on examination qualification, examination procedure,
examination content and subject, admission, examination administration between Song and Ming Dynasties.

Although this system was severely criticized because the original intentions were not realized, it lasted to the end of

Qing Dynasty because there was no better one to replace it.

Key words: Song Dynasty ; Ming Dynasty ; Martial Examination
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