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A Female Gothic Interpretation of The Ballad of the Sad Caté

ZHU Li—jun
(Foreign Languages College, Luoyang Normal University, Luoyang, Henan 471022)

Abstract: Female gothic blends gender with genre efficiently. It employs gothic as the vehicle and means to
probe into female issues in patriarchal society. The novella, The Ballad of the Sad Caf é by Carson McCullers, a
woman writer from American south in the twentieth century, is imbued with gothic features and reflects McCullers’
feminist consciousness in the bud. From a feminist perspective, the essay analyzes such gothic elements as the
awareness of feminism, gender identities, black humor atmosphere and dual significance of home. Also it explores
the question about and denunciation of the male—centered principle and gender binary opposition in patriarchal
society.

Key words: Carson McCullers; The Ballad of the Sad Caf é ; Female Gothic ; Feminism; Patriarchy
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(Chinese Department, Heze College, Heze , Shandong 274000 )

Abstract: Love poetry in The Book of Songs were rich in content, and unrequited love poetry was one kind of
them. The emotional state of unrequited love between men and women were painted exquisitely and vividly. Similar
to the unrequited love state, the subtle psychological state of people had different penetrating characterization, so
that each work had emerged a different style of their characters.

Key words: The Book of Songs;Love Poetry; Unrequited Love
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