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(choice

picking out or selecting sh./sth. that one
prefers or considers the best, most suitable from a
greater number ; showing what one wants by taking) " J&
TR — 7 1 3 B AR X A B Ei T AR
Z ) it v A 07 10 AR RO o 2 - “This one is
blue, and that one is red. Which one do you want?” “I
want the blue one.” (HRIEEN(AFRIHEN LATESS) . B4l
# “ E % (comparison
thing against another in order to show the points of
likeness or difference ) " J&K FH— & i 3 O WAREXT
N ECERPAH R P fm O b A DA R AR R B
2= 5 ek 22 0E . Ul . Mike is five inches tall. Jim is
four inches tall. So Mike is taller than Jim. (HR 38 = &
KA R LA 258 ) o
AR SCHT T8 A Ve 48 HU AL 48 1Y 2 M i v 12

= € (B0 Horh—Fh, 35E () 55 —Fb,
A7 U 17 785 B A S A 1) s e w8
PRI X — FE A o A 2 R L 2 LA Ay
SRR AYIRL , BRSOk RIB R . A] DLULE —Fh R
TR FE B 20, {H SO 2 ) B R P+ H B 45
FJo 0.1’ d rather play tennis than basketball. (F£7* Ji&
FTOERTITAS BT WEBR o ) “ Mo E LB I s 8 T
& () BXTIEEAAZh ., NEFREIEX
BE R BARARZBA YRR
E IR (H = A 15 I S, N 5 — R
Pl B R E T E 5 —RIiE I o DU B AT e 4%
FEBCHIBENE W LR A 02 G A - T R
IEI% ...... ”,“‘—j—?ﬂ‘(}l%) ...... ﬁ'ﬁz:(%) ...... ”,“L:J‘;H\_‘_
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1.( Would/should)prefer -+~to/rather than- -4 14

examining or judging one
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M 45 = b “choose rather; like better”
(ALDCE). “to choose (one thing or action) rather than
another, like better” (LADCE) . /R “B4, k",
FEN TR oo A=+ o HIT I H244 1) 5
41, rather than Fij 5 # A E X gh 48, T T
— AR AR B A

(1) He prefers sweaters and slacks to suits.
(Current Biography, July 1965) (MWDEU )

(2) --prefer to leave rather than to subvert their
values (Shelly Halpern, Changing, Nov.-Dec.1969)
(MWDEU)

(3) -+prefer to stand rather than sit (Current
Biography , September1964 ) (MWDEU )

(4) ---preferred to preach in it rather than in his
mother tongue. (Dictionary of American Biography,
1936) (MWDEU)

(5) He preferred living like a Grecian to dying
like a Roman. (J.W.Croker, 20 July 1815, in The
Croker Papers, 1884 [OED]) (MWDEU )

(6)1t seems we prefer reading magazines to books.

(John Barkham, Saturday Rev., 13 Feb.1954)
(MWDEU)
(7) +-+the rich preferred reading rather than

investing. (Times Literary Supp., 2 July 1971)
(MWDEU)

(8)1 should prefer to wait until evening.(ALDCE)

(9)1 should prefer you not to go (that you did not
go)there alone.(ALDCE )

(10) “ Would you like meat or fish?” “I’ d prefer
meat, please.” (LDCE)

(11) Would you prefer that I come on Monday
instead of on Tuesday? (LDCE)
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1M, 5 — DA E b AT % o 28 2410 I,
rather than 5% to J47A] . WA 5 P IUE A E B 5
21 HL2hin) SOM R J5 — A e ek gl 44 18] 7T LA
B, Prefer Jg L n]Hi—"1434]

2.had better do--- 454

had better #1124 T —/NBh 3hiA , 2 K : O.would
find it more suitable; more to your advantage, etc.;
would be wise to do“f i+ T (Bl e R )
(ALDCE) ; @.ought to; should “ W X4 , W i% "
(LDCE) . had J&id K20, (B IFARFR IR Jmf ], 1
& R AT AR R AR SR R I [R] |, i TR = 2R i
24 HTE P had AN B would/should /could
had better J5 RS0 [ IE , AN Y than $51C , IF W 80A
FER 4, LB SRR & E BB B v, Ul i
NEREEBER0r , BN SR -7
B ts A O I dF e Ml S T Ak
fEf R, AT — SRR

(1) You had better mind your own business.
(ALDCE)

(2)We’d better be starting back now.(ALDCE )

(3)Hadn’t you better take an umbrella? (ALDCE)

(4) “I thought 1’ d better warn you, in case David
should ever mention it.” (LDCE)

(5)--he had better think again.—(Barzun, 1985)
(MWDEU)

2R B 15 8 I TE better J5 M not, Q1:

“I’d better not go round at lunch time.” (LDCE)

HEHR AN had N5 FIRAS7E—E. .

John had better go at once. ANEEVL/E B : John d
better go at once.

MR E R had A5 F1E4 S 7E— N
AR, (1),

24 had better ] 26 % % (0 2258 H s, L5 19
T4 AT %, 3 H had F1 better B9V B H 45, LIN5H
. .

You’ d better g0 to New York with your

parents.

Yes, I better had.

TERH ) EE TP IR UL had best. 40 -

You had best talk to him. (Love and a Bottle,
1698) (MWDEU)

It had best be a good letter. (Penelope Gilliatt,
New Yorker, 1 May 1971 )(MWDEU)

BRI SR L R R ought to;should, H
had better 5 should , ought to 4 B} 6 A5 — & X 51 »

had better 22 £ X 3 — HAK 0 15 8 4 2 15
W, 354 if the advice is not followed, something
bad will happen. Tfij should , ought to I 5 45353k | 18 5
IREIE , JF A 55 TR Z B R R A
""" 7 AHIES EE had better 515% . U1: You'd better do
what I say or else you will get into trouble. You shouldn
"t say anything about it. You should dress more
appropriately for the office.

3.would rather--than---45¥4)

A5, rather S @I A) , 55 “fE IR, < H R
7" (more willingly/readily ; by preference ) ; would J&/#
AR rather AT A sooner; than 5] H HLAE Y
X4 DAE SO LA o than R 5 HPEA 7454, 322
S EIE , I H. than 518 % R A #IE . than
B e B2 X, than Je 2 B Lo BAEEHILISR

ZESUNCI SUMEY (U1 RN 7
S e R B " EEAF L A

PR AH 1B PRI, 2 5 mlA) . hin.

(1) She would rather have the smaller one than
the larger one.(ALDCE)

(2)I’d rather play tennis than swim. (LDCE)

(3)I’d sooner die than marry you.(LDCE)

(4) Would you rather stay here or go home?
(Swan)

{EAF TR 2

(1) 24 33 & A FR AR B, Would 2 had /
should A DL S5ACIH4E 5 76— . 11,1 d rather play
tennis rather than swim. >4 315 /2 4 1l B, WA BE 45
HfE—&., 0, ~NaEUL(E ) : Tom’ d rather play
tennis than swim.

(2) 7E — B %E 0] ] H than 38 5 2K or o W1
(4) o TAE S E SE A] A1) 4TS AT than, 111 Wouldn” t
you rather be liked than feared? (ALDCE )

(3) would rather J&5 th AT #2—>4341) , 43 /m] 1 )
5 2k e 3R A S — Rl Rk Iy =
WA EZW . W1 would rather you came tomorrow
than today. & 77 J& /K F B K1 A & 5 Kok .
(ALDCE) . I would rather you did it now.(Thomson)

(4) %7 2ER7R 58 M, Al rather/sooner Fl than 5
TE—L B T/H) T, W : Rather than refuse to help you,
I would borrow money from my bank. Sooner than
marry that man, she would earn her living as a waitress.
(ALDCE)

(5) 24 rather than % F W}, A1 24 F more than 8%
(but)nots B RS e Feeeen AR () eeeee” (B0
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R HL Y 7 . rather——more; in a greater degree (in the
phr. rather than) , 745 7 41~ 1 /4] . John ought to go
rather than Jean. He ran rather than walked. It was
what he meant rather than what he said.

(6)H NA K would 7] LL45 1, rather A than 7
DA o (BAECRISCIAAL ) (LDCE ) A HoA 2145 i
would )5 4] , HAT (4 HEiA] 4L ) (ALDCE ) 7£ rather 17
2 NA T )7] : He resigned rather than take part in
such a dishonest transaction. ffl 7 JEF IR B A S 5
XK VERYAE Sy o T TE soon 7] 55 N X A5 — il 4]
He would sooner resign than take part in such
dishonest business deals. fth 77 2 & R A 2 2 5K
FEAN IS AL .

4.more/less+-than---Z5 4

“more/less:*-than--+" & & Tt is not true to say:**
than---.(LDCE) . % FIRZR[F]— S0 N 1A )
PE GRS RRAE, B SORRIEFP UL M ME IE .
PER G HAE AN than B 5 FHAH R
BRI, T3 PSS [ Y 4430, TR 25 30] , AN i =X
& AU A 8 P RAAE . more ---than 4514
o, more i 1Y N 2R AL SR (5 8 ) X4, than J5 277
FE(BHE )RR less - than- - L5 less J5 & &
FE(AE )X AR, than 5 2B (HE ) IR . £
BT = AR, .

(1)Mike’s father is more good than bad.

(2)She is more shy than unsocial.

(3)Mary was more hurt than frightened.

(4)She is less a singer than a poet.

(5)He is more brave than wise.

(6) Lucy is our English teacher. But she is more
(of) a friend than a teacher. & P4 J& F& {7019 15 %
Uit 5 HAE R I, AN At A

(7)1t remains our view that a definition would be
more likely to interfere with than to assist the
competent organ of the United Nations to take quick
and effective action to ensure the maintenance of peace.
FAMGIN Ay, — 5 S5 HUl = A7 BT A Il
ST TR 2 AU SR IR GH T A AL A T
2, B R A

(8)He is more mad than stupid.(LDCE)

TCR I A1) 2 B 1 I 2 22 5 1R AU “more
HEA” AR B B i +er” BURFIRIE X
(1 good—better) , 4l (1) . (2) . (3) . More F145 7]
Z BT of , 4nfgil (6) o

More than P iA)3% ], J5 14215 1 TGP iz

BSEAT 45 . T more than AY 7 X % T (and)
not” o POBPER“ee-ee AN (1P

It was Jack, more than I (=not I) , who broke the
window. FTHEE P B2 A

The president, more than the board ( =not the
board) , was responsible for this. L % Il 2 7 57 19 J&
HRRMAZERS

5.not so much:--as---Z5f4)

M) &, not so much+as-+* 5 not so/as*+*
as+-AH[A] (HIE SC EEIA 2200] . IS RIERE i, 5
FEEFRR ., Mk WA, not so much:--as-+
SER Y so ANREH A as , much W 20T B IR AE so 5, HL
ANEEE WS, as BN “but(rather)” , much #l as J5 v IR
PIASPAT IO 2, 30 2 i) 4410 A el A1)
(J1E) JEAS R R (B35 ) o not so much J5 R 75
FER S as Ja W R o B SR HERPE
PMEIE . DB R e AN eeeees TR

...... ﬁ‘ﬁ%......”o ﬁn
(1) I don’ t so much dislike him as hate him.
(LDCE)

(2) Oceans do not so much divide the world as
unite it (i.e. they serve to unite countries rather than to
divide them).(ALDCE )5 HA g3 B 1T TH 5, AU
VLTRSS 1A,

(3)He is not so much unintelligent as uneducated
(i.e. he lacks education, not intelligence.) HH A
HEBH , At 52 207 . (ALDCE)

(4) She is not so much poor as careless with
money.(ALDCE)

(5) His loss of money was not so much by chance
as by carelessness. fh %5 AR AR, A Qnidi 24
DR

(6)The aim of college education is not so much to
teach students knowledge as to provide them an
expericnce of life. K230 771 H 0 55 330 R H 4 2%
AR, AU 25 AR R BEA A RO

(7)He is not so much an artist as a singer.

M not so much as AN JFE, SEJT F IR TR A
AT E , BN (B R WA R e

(1) He left without so much as saying “Thank
you!” A T, F£ 2 KRB (ALDCE)

(2)He had not so much as fare home. i £ % 7% 1]
I HRBEA . (ALDCE)

(3) When left, he didn’t so much as drink a glass
of water. il 2 FF i 3% — PR /K do 15 1 .
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(4)He didn’t so much as(didn’t even) ask me to
sit down..(ALDCE) fth 2= 3% 15 FR AL .

6.Better(to)do+*-than (to)do---45¥4)

— B LGHER , than FIJ5 00 AT o B4
i to 1Y AN E 20 ABTEHARSE FII, 25 Hi 5 A>3l
HHIA], than J5 AT 45 & 8hinl . RORTEPID SRR TR Z
(AR B o Mt R 2 — o 15 5 g i 9 1 TR
FEMATEED, ERCGH) AN
% ...... Z(% ...... ” , ﬁn .

(1)Better be alone than in bad company.

(2)Better to do well than to say well.

(3) Better to light one candle than to curse the
darkness.

(4)Better master one than engage with ten.

(5)Better say nothing than nothing to the purpose.

At AE X, B FIHEIE, .

(6)Better late than never.

(7)Better without gold than without friends.

HEEHI R “Tt is better to do*++than to do-++.” TAjH&
M A%, A5 N BE #% e i, “To do--is better than to
do--." PIRIGH S — M) 2655 LLALAS M . A0 F15]
(1) 2 2~ To be alone is better than (to be) in bad
company. W ZEA N A HOESE IR A B2

7.would(just)as soon-+-as- - 554

I 45 # & & like'-more than::/do:* more

ERRSE

(13 5 9 355 R L MM AL T8 . 298 R 5 ok ik, 1988.

willingly than---, 5 would rather/ sooner - -than---f* 7%

SRR~ B T D o TR
Bleeeee PSR e A (L) weeeee = Aas B

JEAE A T4l s sOE . e BN SCE
THAERT, J5— as SIHAYFR T AT I, would AT 54
W EERE S, EEMATHE AR .

(1)1 would (just) as soon stay at home (as go for a
walk).(ALDCE)

(2)I’d just as soon come at five.(Allen )

(3)1’d go there as soon as not. F& 5 J& AL L .
(ALDCE)

(4) “Will you dance?” “I’ d just as soon not, if
you don’t mind.” (LDCE )

Would(just)as soon Ji L AT 52— 4], shiA
— i Zemf RO IR B

I’ d just as soon you didn’t speak to her that way.

I’ d just as soon you didn’ t take those thick
clothes with you.
= NG

L5 TR, e HO A AR AN A TR L TR AR
T HEAE” AN X N sl 5 My A A R P A T H A
PAHR 22 5 (), T2 st HAT AN [ P i 9 () Fh
T EAT X8 He A, USSR R (e ) AR A 7 3 el 2
JEE 5 B R SR A B0 B B 5 m A R A s B
FOREUF () s SO UL I ME IE
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The Structures, Meanings and Uses of “Choosing-by-Comparison

Structure” in the English Language

JIANG Zhao—-rong
(Foreign Languages School, China West Normal University, Nanchong, Sichuan 637002)

Abstract: This paper, by giving lots of examples, analyzes the structures, meanings and uses of

“choosing—by—comparison structure” in the English language, and at the same time, it presents a clear explanation

of “choice”, “comparison”,and “Choose—by—Comparison” in the English language.

Key words: Choice ; Comparison ; Choosing—by—Comparison Structure
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