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I went to Heaven/'Twas a small Town/lit—with a
Ruby/lathed—with Down/Stiller — than the fields/At the
full Dew/Beautiful — as Pictures/No man drew.

Moth/of Mechlin — frames/

of Gossamer/And Eider-names/Almost —

People—like the
Duties —
contented/l — could be/Mong such unique/Society
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Nor dread nor hope attend /A dying animal/A man
awaits his end/Dreading and hoping all/Many times he
died/Many times he rose again/A great man in his pride/
Confronting murderous men/Casts derision upon/
Suppression of breath/He knows death to the bone/Man
has created death.
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ON HIS DECEASED WIFE

John Milton
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Me thronght I saw my late esponsed Saint/
Brought to me like Aleestis from the grane/ Whom
Joves great Son to her glad Husbend gave/ Rescu’ d
from death by force though pale and faint/Mine as
whom washt from spot of child—bed taint/ Purification
in the old law did save/ And such, as yet once more 1
trust to have/Full sight of her in Heaven without
restraint/Came vested all in white ,pure as her mind /
Her face was vail’ d,yet to my fancied sight/ Love,
sueetness,goodness,in her person shin’ d/So clear,as in
no face with more delight/ But O as to embrace me she
enclin’ d/ T wak’ d ,she fled,and day brought back my
night.
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Religion, Philosophy and Human Relations
—Chinese and Western Concept of Death Reflected in the Lyric Poem

ZENG Ling—xia
(Chinese Department, Foshan University, Foshan, Guangdong 528000)

Abstract: It is generally believed that the concept of death in Western societies is with a strong jenseitigkeit
under religious background. Therefore, real world is made light of and people yearn for the transcendental world after
death. But there is a clear secularity in Chinese traditional culture, and thus people concentrate on life maintenance
and real-life operations. But this is just a general statement. Taking Chinese and foreign lyrics for example, the
concept of death in Western societies is not only the religious sentiment, but there is also philosophical thinking;
there is not only Confucian generosity in Chinese traditional society, but also the Taoist carefreeness. What are in
both is the family's mourning and memory of human relations.
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