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A New Explanation to Liangshan Yi People’s Epic of the Universe

A’YU]J 1—po
(Yi Language Department, Xichang College, Xichang, Sichuan 615022)

Abstract: Originally, Liangshan Yi people’s epic of the Universe is composed of three parts: the Evolution of
the Universe, the Process of How Weather Changes, and the History of Thunder. The author told us clearly that it is
about how the weather changes at the end of the second paragraph. But, former Yi scholars apparently not knowing
the Sundi sub—dialect well, misinterpreted the weather section as a further description of the evolution of the
universe. Therefore they made an unreasonable and obscure explanation to the paragraph. This paper deals with
what this section really was describing after taking the words corresponding relationships between Sundi sub—dialect,
Adu local dialect and Shezhang sub—dialect of the Liangshan Yi language into consideration.
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