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On the Specialty and Common Usage of Yi peoplo's “Ke Zhi "and “Er Bi”

A’NIU Mu-zhi', JIZE Li-bu*

(1. Yi Language Department, Xichang College, Xichang, Sichuan 615022;
2. Literary Federation of Liangshan, Xichang, Sichuan 615000)

Abstract: “Ke Zhi "and “Er Bi” , which use chants and songs , are a kind of performing arts of the Yi. They
were drawn from the Yi life experience and developed gradually through the centuries of practical use in an
agricultural society. They encapsulate the Yi ’s profound philosophy and reflect a rich sense of their aesthetics. In
the life of the Yi, “Ke Zhi ” and “Er Bi” occupy a very important position. The Yi considered them “the salt of the
language”. “Ke Zhi ”is used mainly in major jubilant celebrations. On the other hand, “Er Bi” is used in the
settlement of disputes and the educating of the young. However, “Ke Zhi ” and “Er Bi” can be used together. In this
way, a unique language situation incorporating both “Ke Zhi ” and “Er Bi” is established. This special feature is
mainly manifested through the masses, society, entertainment and dissemination, and then it has a universal and yet
a deep foundation on the masses.
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