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Juliet is the sun. (Romeo and Juliet )

An argument is a war.

Vanity is the quicksand of reason.

The surgeon is a butcher.

The committee has kept me in the dark about this
matter.
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The Cognitive Mechanism of Metaphtor: Conceptual Blending Theory and
the Factors That Affect the Explanation of Metaphor

LUO Xiang-lian
(Humanity Department, Sanming Vocatioal Technical College, Sanming, Fujian 365000)

Abstract: This article first describes mainly the basic contents and major points of the Conceptual Blending

Theory and then through specific examples analyzes the fact that the cognitive mechanism of metaphor is the

interactive semantic cognitive model and process based on mental spaces, pointing out that the conceptual blending

is a general cognitive activity and has a strong power of interpretation to metaphor. Finally, the article discusses the

factors which affect the explanation of metaphor in the conceptual-blending frame.

Key words: Conceptual Blending; Mental Spaces ; Metaphor; Cognitive Mechanism ; Influence ; Factors
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