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The Influences of Argument Structure Alternation
on the Studies of Argument Licensing

DENG Hao-xi
(School of Foreigh Studies, Wuzhou University, Wuzhou,Guangxi 543002, China)

Abstract: i is traditionally assumed that the lexical semantic information of verbs specifies the number of arguments
and argument structure in generative grammar. However, argument structure alternation, which reveals the fact that
certain verbs may appear in different subcategorization frames while maintaining the core meanings, casts doubts on
this assumption. Based on the facts coming from causative alternation, ditransitive alternation and locative
alternation, this paper addresses the influences of argument alternation on the understanding of argument licensing,
and it summarizes that verbal classification according to lexical semantic information was generally applied to the
issue of argument structure alternation in previous research. This paper furthermore proposes that if the syntactic
realization of arguments simply reflects the direct lexical information of verbs, then argument realization should be
restricted to few syntactic representations, which is not in accordance with facts. Therefore, it becomes a central
issue to explore for the study of argument licensing that to what extent the syntactic realizations of arguments contain
lexical semantic information.
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(1) a. The horns sirened throughout the raid.
b. The police car sirened the Porsche to a stop.
c. The police car sirened up to the accident site.
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(2) a. Peter broke the glass.
b. The glass broke.

(3) a. Tom gave the book to Mary.
b. Tom gave Mary the book.

(4) a. John sprayed paint on the wall.
b. John sprayed the wall with paint.
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it 10 shinl A SRS R Wy PR ik o X 2 8]
B89 K ) PR R BT AR B VAN 27 B T
1 (2) LA A LT R i (5) 1)

(5) a. Mary opened the door.

b. The door opened.
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verb) o XL — I 5 F O TE A A T ) 22
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(6) a. The boys and girls played.

b. * The relatives played the boys and girls.

(7) a. The heroin spoke.

b. * The director spoke the heroin.

(8) a. The audience laughed.

b. * The comedian laughed the audience.
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(9) a. Peter buzzed/rang the bell.

b. The bell buzzed/rang.
(10) a. They beamed/shone the flashlight.
b. The flashlight beamed/shone.
(11) a. Tommy hung the laundry on the line.
b. The laundry hung on the line.
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(12) a. Jimmy cut the bread.
b. * The bread cut.
(13) a. The hunter killed the tiger.
b. * The tiger killed.
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(14) a. Bob wrote a letter.

b. * A letter wrote.
(15) a. The worker built another house.
b. * Another house built.
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(16) a. The farmer homogenized/pasteurized the
milk.

b. * The milk homogenized/pasteurized.

(17) a. Luis humidified his apartment.

b. * His apartment humidified.

AR A A L LS S —ize Fl-ify 45
R Zhia A A KR . 4.

(18) a. Clark solidified the mixture.

b. The mixture solidified.
(19) a. The cook caramelized the sugar.
b. The sugar caramelized.
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(20) a. ++- CAUSE [PP John [PHAVE a book]]

b. «+- give Mary [G a book]
c. **+ send [HAVEP John [HAVE’ HAVE a
book]]
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FARIZFATT) , A7) 5 4% 2548 38 1Y J2 Bl
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(21) a. +++ CAUSE [PP a book [[P-LOC to] John]]

b. -+- give a book [PP to Mary]|
c. ** [VP abook [V’ send to John]]
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R ) SEURS (22 /0) T I 2 S A — R R
IR 81 give 7E/7)F John gave a book to Mary H1747
A BN LR & L84 Rt 244]F John gave a
book there ANG i We 7 USR58 23] 1) 7 SCAE WL )
SRR AR AR i L AR IR S
USRS 73 b S R
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Levin FWFFE LAY . IEUN Levin™ WLEE 2] (R
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(22) HAEFEA SR 5)rin)

a. HATHL T 8 18] P50 — 2L B3], 40 address
broadcast, contribute, deliver, donate, explain,
introduce \narrate , portray ,submit 5§ ;

b. “¥d” 2% 31 i , U announce . communicate .
declare .propose .reveal say state 5% ;

c. 8 Uil )7 X A 33 , 40 babble  chant |
croak ,groan ,mumble .rumble .squeak ,yell 5§ ;

d. FRoRAAFEE T B 7 23038, 4N drop
lift Jower . raise 2§ ;

e. FN LI HAT IR T R SR A eredit
entrust . furnish .issue leave ,present . provide ,serve % .

(23) HEEH AR ZEHE 1) 5)y1r]

a. “WeAs 28725 3hiA , 4 bet . bill | charge ., save
spare tax .tip 5§ ;

b. “4E 1w 7 22 8l A) , 4 acknowledge | consider
deem elect .imagine ,nominate ,report ,want 5% ;

c. “He44 728, Ul baptize . christen .dub . label |
make ,name ,pronounce . style ,term ,vote 5§

d. “B M7 ZK BN, W assume | believe | confess .
declare ., fancy . find | presume . profess . prove , suppose .
think \warrant 2% ;

e. Ho & shial , 40 accord. ask . bear. deny . envy
refuse wish %,
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(24) a. Sarah fixed a drink for Peter.

b. Sarah fixed Peter a drink.
(25) a. Sarah fixed the air—conditioner for Peter.
b. *Sarah fixed Peter the air—conditioner.

151 (24) F] (25) Ef 5 K [a]—4~ i fix , HAE XL
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T shinl fix WR/R B3, HAEA S 45 —FIE
3o F% M Jackendof™"™ () JEL g, U ] LA BRA# K fix a
drink 78 — A>3 " YL R, B drink JFAE S5 564
1E , M fix the air—conditioner M| /R air-conditioner £
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18 28 337 (40 sing) \Ab BRZE Zyin] (41 buy ) DL #E4/
LRI (40 peel ) BEEA XU WIS BAG 2
FF XA #T , Rappaport Hovay & Levin® i —2&
T8 ETEE T, 25T give lend | offer AP AE A N
GE K R E e i shin] LA B PSR SR i 2 A
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ARBIZEIR
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(26) a. John cooked a meal for Mary.

b. John cooked Mary a meal.

(27) a. John painted a room for Mary.

b. ? John painted Mary a room.

(28) a. John watched a television program for
Mary.

b. * John watched Mary a television program.

AR RS A S R Tk R ik = b b
MITEREAZ B B 2E 5 T HIE DN Allerton"” 45
BYARFE , 24 |41 (26) H A a meal 42 i her meal, 14
(27) "4 a room 4 i her room Ji , LA/ iAl YA L b
AT R TR

(29) ? John cooked Mary her meal.

(30) ? John painted Mary her room.

H A AT DL, AR B3] B SRl S SRR TR
LA BRG vh A R e b 27 A TS
B B SE By il A B AT A DA B AT e Ak 4 1o )
fRke. 5 R BB BR A AR, — K
N AU Wy s3] Ji T i A BT, (H X
AN TC Py A5 2 B0 e 2 i gl i) A B 1)
IR XAE R e g o Hilbl, 5B B4
RAAR 2 IETCANMITE ) RAE FARTS A 2 —
A2l B i) 60 5 (A IR SUAE B R,

Mo AbPT 3
SCHR AR AR BT A2 BR G B 2 14 Bl i) 41 1%
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spray \load 5% , 40T i «
(31) a. Peter sprayed the paint on the wall.
b. Peter sprayed the wall with paint.
(32) a. Richard loaded hay on the truck.
b. Richard loaded the truck with hay.
AHMER H, 254 F spray F load AR FE ) Sy i) a] DX
HH BRAE T AN ] B e 45 ) 2 o i) (i o — A
BN IS TG AT ASE BN BT 10 53 Ah— AN s
JUI L H AR EAl A 75 AU B XN R,
X B3] 5 H At A BT I S B T B S
G SRR AN R, AR R R -
(33) a. Tom covered the paper with sand.
b. * Tom covered sand on the paper.
(34) a. Tom poured water into the bottle.
b. * Tom poured the bottle with water.
XKW A — B8 s id fE AR AR P 58 B B 42
— MR B IR R - Sfrinl i fe] A ] e 1 B AR
KEAA ARSI WeAh  FE] (31) B il
RTE AP AETE R bR 22 57 — MR, SE By
FLAREIE B ITAE — A AR B 352 52 2 Sl inl
FRFIRATRBIFEN . BIAN(31a) BRI, FITib K i)
TR RS b (RARICEAF R 2 5 i
WA BT 55 5 6 (31b) AR , ik £ 4 43
Bl A i 5 (R0 3k i DA T R 2 7 A R ek
58) 0 BT LASE ATl 2 L DL A ifp 352 22 5
I AT e 7 27 =, JRE A0 Ak BT S8 o X ) i -
PR L T R [ —A iRl ] LLREAT AN
IR R IR TC L5 2
X HL B AT AR 1 B 1A B AR 4 b
PR . ERER AT PSS AR Y 3] R A
“Pz W7 (locatum) F“ R Z AL B (AT BER— 2%
for, BCH R — PR ) o (HIX S A R Sl
A A BTSSR B FE 3 A5 . AN, B pour 2R A
WO Z W) A i AR EANBE HH BUTE with B (R
LU
(35) a. Mary poured water into her bottle.
b. * Mary poured her bottle with water.
Fad o, A B ESRAA Rl =2 ) sz Ak
FE” B sl af DL BRAE with 28R 24 rp (EHIAT AR
A4 IR A, AT i 7S
(36) a. * Mary coated berry icing onto the cake.
b. Mary coated the cake with berry icing.
Pinker!" ™ X A7 4b AT S5 BRGR B) Slil B 1 B
Moo ARICAL BT EhIE B T RS I
5 1] (content—oriented ) ) 81 18) A1 DA 25 #% A 5 0]

(container—oriented ) FY Bl TR . H 2 D020 5 1l E Hh oy
AL Z TR0, T Z AR BT e e Al A Al
T s AL, Je — 2 2y i) DU 5 i ol 4 b A il = Ak
BT, ) e s AT A R G HE T
K

(37) a. Tom piled the books (on the shelf).

b. Tom piled the shelf *(with books).
(38)a. Tom stuffed the turkey (with breadcrumbs).
b. Tom stuffed the breadcrumbs *(into the
turkey).

TEXS B HEAT ok 23S A St Pinker AR
X PR in) v A B PR AL B S h R LA
WA ANREH AR PRI o R LA N
S B SR AT AR B SR A s B A

(39) a. FoRTEV- T E5RA ) A HE b Fn Py IR fr
% 6] B & A 19 8l30) |, U smear , smudge | spread , rub
s

b. FoRAE KT8 b 30 B RCE 19 303, 41 heap
pile .stack 5 ;

c. ZARIHERTYE b, S B IR HuE Lk
s s8], U splash  spray Jinject . sprinkle 5% ;

d. FORYEEAT B B 31, U seed scatter
o

T AN BE A BT A2 55 18 LA N 25 2 5 1) 1 5l )
EOECR

(40) a. 7 1 A4 FH o e 9 1 A 7% 5
A958R, 41 dribble . drip .pour . spill 5§ ;

b, FRIRTE—HERE b ] DUSE A i 32 109 14 2
LEAE S — WK ) 8], A coil | chain , spin , whirl
%

c. TR A TR Y ERHE 19 33, 4 spit
vomit .exude 25,

LA 45 O ) B Sl e b, A A BT A2 1)
LAROEE

(41) a. Fe7R Py Al o il R 5% 5 21 25 45 v 4 3l
1], U pack .cram ,jam \stuff &5 ;

b, HRV/IN FE AR BRI 2 2 9 3 (i AR 28
LTI AR) Sk s B IR B B 7 b, AT
AESE LA I BE R 8hi] , 4l load | stock 45 .

T AT Ak i 525 1 LA 25 s Ay 3 1o 1) ] DU 6
Z k.

(42) a. KoRTERTE 5828 w30, W
bandage ,blanket ,cover .pave . tile 55 ;

b, FoR LT AN B AL By |, Bodab i kA 26
2p e MR AR AL ) 8))i6], 41 adorn  burden | garnish \soil |
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stain &% ;

c. FORPIR 5 BAS 0 RS B B BAR AN 5T [F] 4
FI3hiA], Ul interlace \lard .soak .drench 45 ;

d. KoY AR B B BTk 2 Y1 A s 4
FEAS 4 8113, 4l block \choke clog %5 ;

e. 27 WA oy A e 2 T ) Bl ] an speckle |
spot.bombard &z

F2 18 Pinker FULEL, AUEVA B35, DA R 0]
14 Zfy i) 325 W it o oA 2 ) 2R L Candie
FIF S SR R ARFL S 1)) 5 T LA 4 R
1) 1) 0 1) DU)FH 3 B8 A Tk e s T e A ) AR A AR
k. Pinker #ETMTIA N Bl G815 1 A AL B 528 Lo T
PITT R R . B, AR H AR IE TR 25 5 Bl i 12
N T AR IR 2G4 T Rk e 4 H AR e
LR RTINS 5 E (LU hZE) . B
R 58 HAK N A G Pinker 45 1, DLAS &
SR 1] 8 Bl TR) AN S BT 25 4 LT 2B B 284k T
HLIEZE W i A R B A R4 o RN A
1v1) 1) 0 ) UL AS S B ) o ) Ak BT 9 A% 20, i LR
SRS sy FAR T R4 FTLL, eSSl ]
Y LAZS i o0 5 ] 19 Bl i) AN A2 B f 7 2% R AR B AR
b, LI R S BN BT )y X (R BE, RE
SR AT LA 25 R T 1) B Bl inl AN B R 1t ) Joa
ST 2, BN BT 2 D i R AR A

X PR 7 T R RN HEF ), Pinker 458 0 4R
THRUIT A 8, At I BEA R B T A €2 3l 1)V
FAE S HAPERS Z F A o $em)i5 1, Pinker
43T 2 B 2 SR iR E UfE B k. H
JERIE NI , Pinker B FEATIAS REMR S L 1HT 42 2 (4
S RS A TR, R An o] fig R Ak BT S8 A AR A 2 [
i1 b 22 S5 LA B Jm)— > g i) far LA BEAT AN [+
HITETCEE

HUG AT UL, 5 b T 4 R 8 PR R A B A
o1, 4 BT A2 R PR G2 . 2 46 31 Sy i) )3 A By ]
WICE I Z BAFTE R Y R R . TEAR Ge Ak U vk
CREAEE A8 MEZE TS | XA Y OC R il 1 50
AR B < 322 5 000 ORIk 20 1] 1) BT A 1T g DA —
FEUG R I i AEHE > v, Zhin] A $ Sa ad B Bl)
) BT B A BT AR e (e g 2 2 5 )
RSLI B b TH TS TC A B 48] X 5 4 0
SR TSN BRAR - 2 5 R Sl AR S A

SH

T 46 PR S IR B 6955 S I 0 )
PRSI R Y SR A S A — A&
SU ARG R | SABZ R A S 1
7

H . EE

25 FRTR  WF s B A IR iR e i e B M4 1
FEAS TR B0 R T SORXT Bl k1 7402, Ik 5
TH AR TC AW 5 B R VE T Al RG], (H R IE
Ui Marantz"45 H AREE , RSB 1R 20158 1 Kl i 1
W SR BI AR o R A S BRAEAS [) A vk 25 4 v
hialanfef eI H R ge itk , H R —A3hin) RE H BLAE
2P 2 KL v BT I B R ) SR 1 X X b A B R A
3ok B 43 28 e b BRAS 45 ¥ A2 R B 4 ) Al 12
TIIRMHEERL . X Fh A IR AR A SR ML TR ATAS
FLUT B9HERT oo AR S8 20 | 3 aY i)
T8 SUE . R A Ju 4 ) B H & 3l i) 3]
TCIE A5 B 58 2 1 H A% e e, A4 shinlielil i S
Sl 2 BRI e o6 DL A BURE E 1 ) v AR AE
Ko (HIX AR GHLALF . Frldl—A 3 2R [n) &
YW RE (2 AN 5l IR rowlvesst (k' 8- M E RCIE: e el IR A
F IR A5 B 7 XX A () A R & 5 | T
H A A B AR LT 18 Tu A R 5T 0 TR R SEL S - %
7 % (projectionist) F1 ( # ) & # & ((neo)
constructionist) o X 3 W A JEL I 19 79 BT AN FE AR SC
eI N . (H2, 18 Jofe n)ik sh i sE 8L (fe i)
7 RO YA R R R L R 2 — o FERIEAE
RGBT H AT C 28k AR 7 SR B, iR R
) 3 R ) 2T 34 G e A R PR 2 AR IT
B AFFE AT . [RIEE, DA I R B4
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