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General Views on Insufficient Exemplifications in Chinese-English Dictionary

Fan Rui-rui
(School of Foreign Languages, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an 710062, China)

Abstract: Dictionary has become the indispensable tool of learning foreign language and searching materials for
learners. It provides the readers with sufficient examples to understand and express the exact meanings.
Exemplifications in dictionaries have the very important functions, including inflecting the basic and literal meaning,
the conceptual meaning, the cultural information, standardizing the English, and guiding the English writing.
However, the insufficient examples will bring the readers much misleading. Based on the Chinese—English
Dictionary (the 3rd edition) by Yao Xiaoping, this paper mainly combines the encyclopedic knowledge, and compares
and contrasts the insufficient exemplifications from four perspectives, namely, the incoherence between
exemplifications and definitions, unclear exemplification styles, insufficient exemplifications and inaccurate
exemplification translation. Therefore, it is hoped that it will make a small contribution to the exact examples in
Chinese—English Dictionary.
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1. K15 #HE be far above the common; out of the
ordinary; outstanding: 18 fg /7, fti Al ¥ ~, He is head
and shoulders above the others in ability. B¢ 3 H1 25 H
T =R R B H R BIE R A T B e —
AN, #1H 3] head and shoulders above, AN EE KA
FeBIIE S R ST Hets 2, FLSE b vl IZERE L rh 2
il—~> head and shoulders above , IXFESEA 235 | #2352
BRI, AR R SR E R E? (55X
EARZ N H AR, Ak,

2. B% 10 F just to spare sb's feelings; avoid
upsetting: 3 T & & 110, WAL DA A 1
didn't say anything for fear of hurting his father's
feelings./ A T th % 10T 1 F B AT UMb 85 A6 %% . Mindful
of his reputation, I said nothing. &5 — 4~ i iE ' ,
mindful of his reputation F1FE L H IR AN K, A2
R UER , J& A J& 1] LLAE B Just to spare his feelings/
Avoid upsetting his reputation, I didn't say any secret.

3. WM get into a huff; put on a show of bad
temper: HE/NZ TS T . Don't be such a baby.
HEH be such a baby T DAL A 55 /NZ—FEYIHE,
U AT LA Ry i 5/ N — AR, TRE ) B
BA B 25 5 S, T AR 40 1 45 0 ) i HL %
So B3k RIS AR SCRBIRIEBAT 52 2T 5,
1 LIRE PN Don't get into a huff like a baby. 23 B i
H—Lk,
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1. &b 0> FLJE deliberately plan ( to achieve evil
ends); incessantly scheme: ~ i 2 75 |2 J€ be bent on
climbing up the social ladder. AR EEFE A EAFE
FpAE  REA TR B0 R Iy i) (i
SC) o TBIE Y #87%  be bent on [ 55 X2 put a lot
of effort into one particular thing — D, BLEGE
MRS IR B W SCR 3 SCo IR A A B e 7R
PR A H R RS B R RS IR T
2 % B o g g . X BORT DLl
deliberately plan to climb up the social ladder. 5f 7] LA
TR HA B i) A S 0% T E 27~ o

2. WA AT (A ) firm and indomitable;
persistent and dauntless: ~ %] #5 f indomitable spirit /
~ BIBL] inflexible will / ~ FEMAE I JLUC, A
TR F R . Perseverance is failing nineteen
times and succeeding the twentieth. "% ) A~ % & B’z
SIRGE, FAEWR AN]SR, RIRA R X
B o UE R R S 9K B ) #89%  inflexible
will, HerPinflexible (5% SCEE A T R B S o i) g
41 (1) (disapproving) that cannot be changed or made
more suitable for a particular situation Hit = #P4E: Y , {5
AE ) ~attitude/ routine/system (2) (disapproving) (of
people or organizations AN HE V) unwilling to
change their opinions, decisions, etc., or the way they
do things [ 57 b UL %), B8 M (9, il [4 1) : He's
completely inflexible on the subject. A AE 33X A A |
P AL (3) (of a material ) difficult or impossible to
bend AREZ HAY , A

HIH AT L, inflexible A% B HATIZ SCAY (R, T
A RN ZE T, H B A B8 SR o AT LUK )
HRA B A persistent will BE B 4f— 26

3. “HUZ learn from sh. else's experience: 2| 55
J~ 2 — go to other factories (of the same kind) to learn
from their experience. "1 SCHVR“HRZE” , FH 2K LU WG [1]
SEE W) A B kb X LR 5 T learn from X
A Bl i) JTE , BEAT M A IR BN 0 2l i Sy 3 A
NAT AL S SEARAF R REAE . B LAIIE Y 8
PENL 2 — T P54, 2o to other factories (of the same
kind) to learn helpful things from their experience , 5 4F
—i,
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1. 7% hang down; drop down; fall: ]’ B~
Night has fallen. / flh P17 HR JH##KAS~ T 2K o Tears
streamed down her cheeks. 3 B H & 8 21 9 5 31E
WA 0 24 10 £ 18 A RBUNRIRE , TR
2TV — T2 AT AR A RAR i W ik = 1E e
AR EE NI R~ T K. The
tailing was hanging down. TR T SRR AR TR
>k . The overripe apples dropped down from the
trees. ”ﬁﬁéﬁ/‘hﬁ , iﬂ H iﬂ H/‘JE‘12|§$%X*HFH/ZE?}EE\E
T WA . Jo SO 12 5 T T, (A5 LR B0 A T 1 i A
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2. I HZ nirvara; free from desire and pain; die a
happy death 33 B FUEfA] B 25 T ISR — AR L (H
S BETR AN SR DUE 1Y 57 2] B X B A v 4% 483
AR € 0 ) AT BRI B i, oA TRT AFE S i E—
A5 RUEVEE B 5 K HE A=« The rebirth of the
phoenix through the fire.” X FE22 > FLEE T i £,
GBS FH A RUBVR B 78 K A 7 BRI 3T 5F
H.

3. 32 & submerge; flood immerse: ~ T koK
submerge in the flood; flooded X H {2 % & PRAE ) UE
o AR BRI A K B (B RR K —IiE A IR,
L i &b 5 A 458 b s AR Z i & . [H&
BREPZIBA R, b S U e HRE T4 —
AL, BT AN b 3 b i o8 A 4 AR AR T
BL_ The translator has to immerse himself in the world
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1. H B9 purpose; aim; goal; objective; end : ~ B #ff
have a definite purpose; clearly defined objective / ~5
F Bt ends and means / 5 % A °A] & A #J ~ harbour
evil intentions; have ulterior motives; ill-intentioned.,
X AT S NSRRGSR, WS N, T
evil intentions/ ill-intentioned #B$8 Y J& 4 & /) H
(9 IR ARl AN o] 5 AR 2 A G R 7 AR
A 25X BLFHRIE P05 I SO DUE AR
ANXFEER), T3 A, AR N ~7 A 44 38 A
ill-intentioned A& ME 7R B R, W F 2
A o B DA YRR PIASBIIE £, L s iR i
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2. PLALVEME (of feminine beauty) make fish sink
and birds alight—be extremely beautiful : H~2Z 25, M
H 548 Z 5 have features that can make fish sink and
birds alight, and looks that can outshine the moon and
put the flowers to shame 3 BLFRATTHITE “ V% e ™ 45 1 /2
FHRA R el LA B WA RER
DL T XA SETR I 27, 42 S8 I v Bk Vs 1
R 237 H ) v W B R, B SR BIRIE b A1 25 T
birds, {48 A LA KNG Y), B LLAT LA birds 2
wild geese B —8E

3.3 ZE §il I suddenly see the light; suddenly
enlightened: /X 19 & W ik & ~. Your advice has
opened my eyes. X B FEMUT 5k O UG AT 55
FIRIER M ZRGATIT T o AR A 2 18
B, TSR] TR RIS K, ZAAEE T T
open one's eyes: to realize or make sh realize the truth
about sth(fff A) K LR (B IR A AIE S5 . i
E A B R BAT R B ZIRATIT 1, 10 S EAT i
59, 1 LUOKE 98 3C 2 A Your advice has suddenly
opened my eyes. N 1% BURGffi— 4L
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