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Unnumbered treasures ope at once, and here
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The various offerings of the world appear;
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From each she nicely culls with curious toil,
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And decks the goddess with the glittering spoil.
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This casket India’s glowing gems unlocks,
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And all Arabia breathes from yonder box.
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The tortoise here and elephant unite,
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Transformed to combs, the speckled and the
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Here files of pins extend their shining rows,
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Puffs, powders, patches, Bibles, billet-doux. (55—
B, 129 ~ 13877)
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Now awful Beauty puts on all its arms;
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The fair each moment rises in her charms,
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And calls forth all the wonders of her face;
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Sees by degrees a purer blush arise,
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And keener lightings quicken in her eyes. (% —
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“ Whatever spirit, careless of his charge,
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His post neglects , or leaves the fair at large,
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Shall feel sharp vengeance soon o ertake his sins,
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Be stopped in vials, or transfixed with pins,

s I SRR

Or plunged in lakes of bitter washes lie,
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Or wedged whole ages in a bodkin’s eye;
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Gums and pomatums shall his flight restrain,
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While clogged he beats his silken wings in vain,
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Or alum styptics with contraction power,
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Shrink his thin essence like a riveled flower:
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Or, as Ixion fixed, the wretch shall feel,
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The giddy motion of the whirling mill,
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In fumes of burning chocolate shall glow,
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And tremble at the sea that froths below!” (2f —
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Unnumbered throngs on every side are seen
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Of bodies changed to various forms by Spleen.

B AN h IORE By 4

Here living teapots stand, one arm held out,
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One bent; the handle this, and that the spout:

A, — &

A pipkin there, like Homer’s tripod, walks;
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Here sighs a jar, and there a goose pie talks;
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Men prove with child, as powerful fancy works,
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And maids, turned bottles, call aloud for corks. (5
VUL, 47 ~ 5447)
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Consumerism in The Rape of the Lock

HU Xiao-ling
(School of Foreign Languages, Neijiang Normal University, Neijiang, Sichuan 641112)

Abstract: The Rape of the Lock is written by Alexander Pope in the period of the consumer revolution which
took place in the 18th century England. In the poem, Pope gives a detailed description of Belinda’s toilet, sylphs, the
card game, "Cave of Spleen" and so on. By analyzing these depictions, it is easy to draw the conclusion that the
whole poem is filled with the quest of fashion, which reveals consumerism with the feature of commodity fetishism.
Belinda’s elaborate make—up suggests that Belinda takes considerable attention on her beauty. When she begins her
relentless quest of beauty, she is gradually becoming a commodity itself. Baron invokes god in order to win her lock.
Even spirits take action to protect the safety of the lock. Therefore, the poem actually demonstrates that in such a
crazy consumer society, people worship commodity and finally fall into its slaves.

Key words: The Rape of the Lock; Pope; commodity fetishism; consumerism

(TR ERR)



