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15 3. There developed the problem.

{5l 4. There stands a girl outside the door.
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{5 11. There is a lovely girl on the stage, isn’t it?
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A Comparative Study of English and Chinese Existential Sentences under the

Framework of Construction Grammar

MA Wen
(College of Foreign Languages. Sichuan Technology and Business University, Chengdu, Sichuan 611745)

Abstract: Existential construction is a common phenomenon in linguisties. This thesis is designed to make a

comparative study of existential sentences in English and Chinese under the framework of Construetion Grammar,

trying to explore the nature of English and Chinese existential sentence. The major findings yielded in this study are

summarized as follows: 1) the initial part in English existential sentence is a fixed there, which has a fixed form, fixed
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meaning and fixed position, and is only used as a subject, but not a topic; while the initial part in Chinese existential
sentence is a locative phrase or a temporal phrase which has a fixed position hut no fixed form and meaning, the
initial part is both the subject and the topic. 2)verb is an essential factor in English existential sentence, but not an
essenfial factor in Chinese existential sentence, in Chinese its occurrence is decided hy the context. Once verh
oceurs in construetion, it will play a key role in construction and there will be interaction hetween verhs and
construction.

Key words: Construction Grammar; existential sentence ; English; Chinese
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The Mechanism of Grammaticalization and Collocation of “Shangqu”( FZ:)and
“Xiaqu” ( FZ)When Used as Complements: Analysis by the Image Schema Theory

XU Chong—yang
(College of Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068)

Abstract: Under the structuralism of traditional grammar, former scholars have explained the words “Shangqu”
( F2) and “Xiaqu" (T £) from the directions of act and the semantic grammaticalization in detail when they are
used as directional complement. For example, “Reng Shangqu” (5 I 2%) and “Diu Xiaqu" (% T %) are content
words and express the direction of act: “Xiao Xiaqu” (%€ T 2) and “Kan Shangqu” (G - 2%) are semantic weakening.
Combining these former views, we will discuss the conditions of existence and collocations of these two words as
complement in the cognitive way, especially using the Image Schema Theory as well as the Prototype Theory and the
view of metaphor, to reveal the mechanism and imbalance of grammaticalization.

Key words: Shangqu ( I 2 ) ; Xiaqu ( T 2 ) ; complement; Image Schema; cognition; mechanism of

grammaticalization
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