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A Research on English Learners’ Cross-Cultural Understanding of Metaphor

CHEN Ying-rong
(College of Foreign Languages. Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310018)

Abstract: The process of metaphor understanding is affected hy L2 learners’ cultural hackground and
cognitive psychology. This paper aims to explore through an investigation the influences of English learners’
cognitive measures and cultural background on metaphor understanding. Results show that the major cognitive
means employed by learners in the process of metaphor understanding inelude association, which is based on
features of the vehicle; inference according to cultural images of the vehicle, and making use of visual stimuli. The
influences of L1 culture are manifested in terms of language transfer and culture schema transfer.
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