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a)He: It’s a lovely day for a picnic.

(They go for a picnic and the sun shines.)

She (happily) : A lovely day for a picnic, indeed.

b)He:It’s a lovely day for a picnic.

(They go for a picnic and it rains.)

She (sarcastically) : A lovely day for a picnic,
indeed. (Sperber & Wilson,2003:526)
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Cognitive Context and Irony Interpretation

LONG De-yin
( Department of Foreign Languages, Sichuan University of Arts and Science, Dazhou, Sichuan 635000)

Abstract: Cognitive context is the explanation of formations and functional mechanisms of context from the
perspective of cognitive science. Hearers can identify and illusirate irony by the use of cognitive context. In the
process of irony communication cognitive context undertakes both confinement and illustration functions. Its
confinement function, which is mainly embodied in expression forms and choices of meanings, refers to cognitive
context’ s confinement to speakers’ use of irony and hearers’ understanding of irony. Its illustration function mainly
refers to the fact that cognitive context specifies the meanings of the vocabulary and on the basis of cognitive context
perceivers can infer irony speakers’ intentions by the means of irony.

Key words: Cognitive Context; Irony Communication ; Confinement Function; Illustration Function; Intentions
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A Survey of Translating Mencius into English in a Century

YANG Ying—yu
(Institute of Foreign Languages, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066)

Abstract: As representative of Confucian Classic in Ancient China, Mencius had great impact on Chinese
society before and now. With the translation of Mencius into English and other foreign languages, it brought about
profound influence on the world. However, the research on translating Mencius into English is far from enough.
Therefore, the author attempts to attract the researcher’ s attention by a clarified and overall introduction of
achievements and findings on translating Mencius into English in publications and M.A. thesis in China. After the
summarization of the characteristics of current research, the future development tendency of research on translating
Mencius into English is also presented.

Key words: Translating Mencius into English ; Current Research in Chinaj;Journals; M.A. Thesis
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