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Can we talk about it?

One evening at the kitchen table Linda said, “ 1
think we have some crossed lines of communication. |
understood that we had a certain agreement between
us, but you obviously understood something different.
Can we talk about it ?”

Jiang Yumei was silent and stared at the table.

Linda tried again. “I’ m not angry, just confused,
tell me what you’ re thinking, I want to understand your
point of view.”

More silence

Finally Linda could not tolerate Jiang Yumei’ s
silence any longer. She was angry when she said, “ You
know, in this culture it’ s very rude to stay silent when
trying
misunderstanding.”

someone  1s very hard to resolve a

The next day Linda went to see her friend Liu
Qian, who had lived in Canada for over a year. Liu
listened to Linda’ s story and said, “ She’ s angry!”
This was a surprise to Linda.

“What is she angry about? Why won’t she talk to
me ?”

Linda never found out. Jiang Yumei moved out
soon after.
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On the Phenomenon of Culture Shock

ZHOU Li-wei
(School of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Panzhihua University, Panzhihua, Sichuan 617000)

Abstract: With the quickening steps of the economic globalization and of China’s opening to the outside world,

the exchange between China and the West becomes more and more frequent. Since culture differs from nation to

nation, it is not uncommon that cultural conflicts and culture shock occur in cross—cultural communication. This

paper analyses its causes and offers some enlightenment.
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