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They found a bat.
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Teacher: “Johnny, name two pronouns, please?”

Johnny: “Who? Me?” (Reader’ s Digest, Mar.1978
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A New Perspective on Ambiguity

WANG Jun, ZHAO Sha—sha
(College of Foreign Languages, Xiangtan Universily, Xiangtan, Hunan 411105)

Abstract:Ambiguity is the inevitable phenomenon in natural language. Recent years have witnessed papers
from all perspectives discussing its cause, classification, structure and obviation. This paper aims to discuss and
interpret the cause and obviation of ambiguity from a Chinese cultural pragmatic way and further discuss ambiguity
as a pragmatic strategy in hope that it will do its bit in the research field.

Key words: The cause of ambiguity; Theory of Chinese cultural pragmatics; Unconscious ambiguity; Conscious
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