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A Contrastive Study on Two English Versions of The Jewel Stairs' Grievance from
the Perspective of Appraisal Theory

QIAO Yang
(School of Foreign Languages, Xichang University, Xichang, Sichuan 615013, China)

Abstract: Based on two English versions of Li Bai's The Jewel Stairs' Grievance, this paper offers a contrastive
study on the distribution of their attitude, gradation and engagement resources and an evaluation on the
transformation of appraisal resources between the original and its two English versions under the guidance of
Appraisal Theory, which can inspire the translation of attitudes and values in English translation of ancient Chinese
poems. It's discovered that in the two English versions, an overall equivalent transformation of attitude, gradation and
engagement has been achieved through addition or balance, and, meanwhile, the engagement resource can tolerate
slightly flexible adjustments. This paper is intended not for evaluation of the qualities of two English versions but for
explanation of the practical value of Appraisal Theory in the study of English translation of ancient Chinese poems,
and it should enrich the studies on English versions of Li Bai's poems.
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F1 (EMEIREFANRFRLAI L

JEiF VFIK R R VETE iR
A EHrie Waiting in Vain on Mable Steps The Jewel Stairs' Grievance
AaJ(1) EB A R, The marble steps with dew turn cold, The jewelled steps are already quite white with dew,
mj(2) YN X Silk soles are wet when night grows old. It is so late that the dew soaks my gauze stockings,
m](3) HIF KA, She comes in, lowers crystal screen, And I let down the crystal curtain
nj(4) KRR o Still gazing at the moon serene. And watch the moon through the clear autumn.
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Grievance, steps are white with dew, steps

Waiting in Vain, steps turn cold, with dew

are white, it is late, the dew soaks my

turn cold, night grows old, Silk soles are

gauze stockings, let down, watch the moon

wet, still gazing at the moon, moon serene.

through the clear autumn, clear autumn.

HERG S, H A

In Vain, cold, grows old, still gazing, serene. Grievance, quite white, so late, watch.
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