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A Cognitive Study on Non-prescriptive Syntax and Semantics of English Nouns:
Based on Decategorization Theory

LI Wei
(School of Foreign Languages, Anqing Normal University , Anqing, Anhui 246133, China)

Abstract: Decategorization Theory provides a theoretical framework for elaborating the non—prescriptive usage of
English nouns, including its conversion of countability, adjectivalization, and adverbalization. There would be some
semantic and syntactic changes of categorical attributes after decategorization of English nouns, acquring some new
grammatical functions. As the working mechanism of Decategorization Theory, metonymic cognition contributes to
the cognitive processing and semantic construction of non—prescriptive usage of English nouns. As a way of creative

thinking, decategorization is the internal cognitive motivation of non—prescriptive usage of English nouns, while

pursuing economy in expression is its external pragmatic motivation.
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(1)There is so much apple in your salad.

(2)1 want to have one beer.
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(3)apple pies: pies made of apple

(4)iron lady: a lady so determined like iron
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(5)You are so gentleman today!

(6)This video just feels so Madonna.

(7)Boys will be boys!

(8)War is war!
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(9)The waves ran mountain high.

(10)Keep your voice down, the wall is paper thin.
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