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Non-verbal Communication Skills for Improving the Quality of Foreign
Languages Teaching and Learning-A Case Study on the Differences
between the Chinese and the German Cultures

LI Jing
(School of Foreign Languages, UESTC, Chengdu, Sichuan 610054

Abstract: With the development of modern electronic technology, the popularity of the Internet, and the
globalization of economy, the exchanges between the Chinese people and people from different countries and
cultures have become more and more frequent. In such cross—cultural exchanges, the non—verbal communication
also plays a very important role. However, due to cultural differences, the non—verbal communication in different
countries takes different forms , which often present much difficulty in the process of cross—cultural communication.

The author intends to compare the Chinese culture with the German culture to elaborate on the current foreign
language teaching and learning, not just simply giving emphasis to the language abilities, but also to the importance
of improving students’ understanding of the cross—cultural communication skills, especially the non—verbal
communication skills, so as to achieve the ultimate goal of the foreign language teaching.
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