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A:Who is the young man over there?

B:He is Dr. Smith, a friend of mine.

A:What does he do?

B:He teaches in the University of Washington.
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Relevance Theory and Paradigm Shift of Context Studies

YOUN Yu-—xiang

(Graduate School,, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083 ;
College of Foreign Languages, Jiaxing University, Jiaxing, Zhejiang 314001 )

Abstract: As an important theory of cognition and communication, relevance theory reexamines the studies of

context epistemologically and methodologically. Epistemologically, relevance theory takes context as a kind of

psychological assumption which is the foundation of cognition and communication. Methodologically, relevance

theory promotes the shift of context studies from objective analysis to psychological integration and from description

to interpretation and thus initiates the paradigm shift of context studies.
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