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Topic-introduction and Discourse Anaphora

An Analytical Study Based on English News Reports

LEI Fu-rong, SHI Shun-liang
(Foreign Language School, Lanzhou University of Technology , Lanzhou, Gansu 730050)
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A Discussion on the Character and Function of Zhe (3% )in Modern Chinese

WANG Mao—chun
(Urban Vocational College of Sichuan, Chengdu, Sichuan 610101)

Abstract: In modern Chinese, Zhe (# )is not an auxiliary but a suffix because all the auxiliary words are about
syntax, to form a new configuration while all the suffixes are about accidence, to form words. In terms of grammatical
functions, Zhe (35 ) is to transfer the etyma into a nominal structure. In terms of its semantic function, Zhe (# )is to
transfer reference , denoting one kind of person.

Key words: Zhe(# ) Character; Function
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between concrete entity topic introduction and discourse anaphora in English news reports. The analysis of the
relation between the means employed in concrete entity topic introduction and discourse anaphora shows that topics
introduced by proper names in subject position in the sentence are more frequently referred to in the following
discourse. The results suggest that most accessible concrete entity topics in English news reports are those topics
introduced by proper names in subject position in the sentence.This study further proves the previous evidence about
the effect of linguistic cues on discourse anaphora. It can also help promote the understanding of the relation between
linguistic cue——means employed in concrete entity topic introduction and discourse anaphora in English news
reports and provides insights into the teaching of newspaper reading comprehension.

Key words: Linguistic Cues in Topic—introduction; Discourse Anaphora; Frequencies of Being Referred to;
Accessibility
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